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Nearly 50 
universities 
contribute 
to U.S. 
nuclear 
weapons 
work



Four categories of university involvement



MIT 
connections 
to nuclear 
weapons 
labs

Lincoln Lab has a multi-year $9.6 billion contract with the Department of Defense. One profile of a 
highlighted engineer on the Lincoln Lab website notes her work on command and control terminals 
ǘƘŀǘ άǳƴŘŜǊǇƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ {!¢/ha ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΦέ

A 2018 statement to Congress from Department of Energy Secretary Rick Perry also noted the 
ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜ ŀǘ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŀŘƛŀǘƛƻƴ-hardened 
ƳƛŎǊƻŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǎǘƻŎƪǇƛƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ bb{!Ωǎ C¸нлнл {ǘƻŎƪǇƛƭŜ 
{ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ bb{! ƛǎ άŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ [ŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
regard.

Lincoln Lab

MIT also maintains some connections with the Draper Laboratory, a lab that used to be part of the 
university but became independent in the 1970s in response to student protests. The Draper 
Laboratory is currently fulfilling a $370 million contract for nuclear missile guidance systems. 

MIT students are eligible to become fellows at Draper and the immediate past president of MIT sits 
ƻƴ 5ǊŀǇŜǊ [ŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅΩǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΦ

Draper Lab

aL¢ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƛƴ {ŀƴŘƛŀ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊƛŜǎΩ /ŀƳǇǳǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

This program aims to build deeper relational connections between the laboratory and different 
universities for the purpose of research collaboration and future workforce recruitment.

Sandia National 
Lab



Nuclear vs. non-nuclear 
work at LANL and 

Sandia

LANL: Nuclear Weapons Activities = 79%
Sandia: Nuclear Weapons Activities = 60%


