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Nearly 50 
universities 
contribute 
to U.S. 
nuclear 
weapons 
work



Four categories of university involvement



MIT 
connections 
to nuclear 
weapons 
labs

Lincoln Lab has a multi-year $9.6 billion contract with the Department of Defense. One profile of a 
highlighted engineer on the Lincoln Lab website notes her work on command and control terminals 
that “underpin the highly assured SATCOM system for the nation’s nuclear weapon forces.”

A 2018 statement to Congress from Department of Energy Secretary Rick Perry also noted the 
department’s intention to initiate at Lincoln a new line of production of radiation-hardened 
microelectronics necessary for maintenance of the nuclear stockpile. The NNSA’s FY2020 Stockpile 
Stewardship Management Plan notes that the NNSA is “engaging” with the Lincoln Laboratory in this 
regard.

Lincoln Lab

MIT also maintains some connections with the Draper Laboratory, a lab that used to be part of the 
university but became independent in the 1970s in response to student protests. The Draper 
Laboratory is currently fulfilling a $370 million contract for nuclear missile guidance systems. 

MIT students are eligible to become fellows at Draper and the immediate past president of MIT sits 
on Draper Laboratory’s Board of Directors.

Draper Lab

MIT is also a partner in Sandia National Laboratories’ Campus Executive Program. 

This program aims to build deeper relational connections between the laboratory and different 
universities for the purpose of research collaboration and future workforce recruitment.

Sandia National 
Lab



Nuclear vs. non-nuclear 
work at LANL and 

Sandia

LANL: Nuclear Weapons Activities = 79%
Sandia: Nuclear Weapons Activities = 60%



University 
activities and 
the Treaty on 
the Prohibition 
of Nuclear 
Weapons

- The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 

(TPNW) entered into force 22 January 2021.

- It bans states parties from nuclear weapons 

activities including their development, production 

and manufacturing. 

- The United States hasn’t ratified the TPNW so it is 

not legally bound to adhere to it.

- But it creates a new international standard. 

Universities should not be engaging in activities 

that are banned under international law.

- Nuclear weapons were always inhumane, now they 

are illegal, and universities must update their 

behavior accordingly. 



Actions to call on universities to end nuclear 
weapons work

Share the 
report

- Op-eds in 
local/student 
newspapers

- Social media 
- Meetings with 

university officials

Hold an event

- Partner with 
campus 
organizations 
with shared 
interests or 
supportive faculty  

Stage a protest

- Posters and flyers 
available upon 
request 

- Tips from 
previous actions





All social media information at: https://universities.icanw.org/social_media





Additional asks for all universities:

Spread the word

Universities have kept their nuclear 
weapons work secret from students and 
faculty for too long. Share the report 
with university communities so they too 
can hold the university administration 
accountable. Or take your questions 
straight to the university's social media 
accounts.
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Demand transparency

Universities need to own up to their 
work building weapons of mass 
destruction. Ask universities to publicly 
disclose the research they’re not telling 
us about.
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Call on universities to be part of the 
solution not part of the problem

U.S. cities and states are already calling 
on the United States to join the world 
majority to ban nuclear weapons. 
Universities can also get on board.
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https://universities.icanw.org/social_media
https://universities.icanw.org/social_media
https://universities.icanw.org/social_media
https://nuclearban.org/cities

