
The Nuke Budget
What can we cut and where 
should we invest



The Forever Nuclear Arsenal

Just to upgrade the so-called nuclear triad
Air leg - $ 130 billion
Sea Leg - $164 billion
Land Leg - $115 billion

30-year cost of the nuclear arsenal: $2 trillion +*
*With inflation and expected cost overruns
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Trump Program Plans
● Low-yield SLBM warhead 

● Sea-Launched Cruise Missile

● Retain B83 until “suitable replacement”

● 80 plutonium pits produced per year by 2030

● Advanced nuclear R&D

● Emphasis on command, control, and communications

Getting rid of 
these 
programs 
alone would 
save $28.8 
billion

Source: Arms Control Association



Short-term Opportunities

● Biden Defense Review led by Deputy Secretary 

of Defense Kath Hicks (focus on low yield)

● New Nat Sec Review

● Legislation sponsored by Sen. Van Hollen and 

Rep. Courtney to prevent a new SLCM

● Legislation sponsored by Sen. Markey and 

Rep. Ro Khanna to limit funding for a new 

ICBM

● No First Use



$740.5 bn
The cost of the Pentagon budget in fiscal year 2021. 
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8%
The nuclear arsenal percentage cost in the 2030s of the Pentagon budget



Bigger Picture: Redefine Security
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● Threat inflation and militarism keep us in an 

endless cycle of high budgets and an endless 

war footing

● The real challenges of the 21st Century don’t 

have military solutions. 

○ The Spread of Authoritarianism

○ Combatting the Climate Crisis

○ Reducing Mass Inequality



Sources: DefundHate.org, NPP, Poor People’s Campaign, Coalition on Human 
Needs, Breathe Act


